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The annual security report for 2007, 
compiled by the USC Division of Law 
Enforcement and Safety, reveals an 
overall decrease in campus crimes, though 
burglary has increased. Total crime was 
down nearly 13 percent from 2006 and 
more than 26 percent from 2005.
Signif icant declines were seen in 
larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft and 
drug law arrests.
“We’re very excited,” said Ernie Ellis, 
director of the USC Division of Law 
Enforcement and Safety. “But we can’t take 
all the credit. It’s hard to exactly attribute 
a decrease in crime to one thing.”
Ellis said the Carolina community and 
the USC administration also contributed 
greatly to the decrease in crime.
“Many members of the community have 
reached out to us,” Ellis said.
According to Ellis, community members 
were very helpful about coming forward as 
witnesses and reporting suspicious activity 
on campus.
The administrat ion’s support was 
crucial too.
“They have supported the programs to 
make Carolina a little bit safer,” Ellis said. 
“We are fortunate the administration 
funded our community safety offi cers.”
Ellis said students who are “the eyes 
and ears” on campus that report back 
to the USC Law Enforcement & Safety 
Department have been very benefi cial to 
offi cers.
Disciplinary actions toward drug law 
violations and liquor law violations also fell 
by 58 percent and 30 percent respectively, 
though arrests for liquor law violations 
went up.
Burglary remains the most prevalent 
crime on-campus and in residence halls, 
with a rise from 47 to 91 incidents on 
campus between 2006 and 2007. Ellis 
said this doesn’t necessarily mean there 
has been an increase in the actual 
number of incidents, but the government 
has broadened the definition of what is 
considered to be a burglary. 
Though not as widespread as it was 
from 2003 to 2005, bicycle theft increased 
32 percent in 2007, totaling a value of 
$12,132 in 2007.
The Web site for 
the USC Division of 
Law Enforcement 
s a i d  t h e  m o s t 
prominent area for 
theft is the Thomas 
Cooper Library, and 
it is not uncommon 
for non-st udent s 
to wait and steal. 
The most vulnerable items for theft are 
textbooks and laptops, according to the 
Web site.
Garage incidents decreased from 86 to 
60 incidents, with the Bull Street Garage 
having half of all reported occurrences.
According to the Sexual Health and 
Violence Prevention Offi ce, there were 34 
harassment/stalking incidents, 28 sexual 
assaults and 28 reports of relationship 
violence in 2007.
Though the numbers aren’t in for 2008 
yet, Ellis did not seem to think crimes 
have increased drastically from 2007. 
Ellis said changes for the department in 
2008 include trying to increase USCPD’s 
presence on campus.
“We are encouraging our offi cers to do 
more bike patrols,” Ellis said.
Ellis cautions students to watch out 
for property crimes, as they may become 
more common with the downfall of the 
economy.
“As the economy worsens, property 
crimes increase,” Ellis said, “We may see a 
rise in those types of crimes.”
Ellis advises students to use a “sense of 
caution” to avoid getting their property 
damaged or stolen.
“When you park your vehicle make sure 
there are no valuables visible. When you’re 
in your dorm room make sure your items 
are secured. When you leave your room, 
lock your door.”
Some students, like fi rst-year business 
student Brett Rudisel, feel comfortable on 
campus.
“I feel pretty safe on campus,” Rudisel 
said. “I’m not too worried about getting 
mugged or anything, unless I’m walking 
around at like 2 a.m.”
Despite the emergency call boxes 
located at various places on campus, some 
students, like fi rst-year print journalism 
student Sara Leary, think more needs to 
be done to combat crime.
“The call boxes clearly aren’t enough,” 
Leary said. “So many crimes occurred in 
the women’s quad in the beginning of the 
semester.”
Ellis said the call boxes are used and 
that they do make a difference.
Though theft, larceny arrests 
decline from previous years, 
students should stay cautious   




















2007 USC CRIME STATISTICS
USC has seen a decrease in campus crime overall 
since 2006, while the number of on-campus 




A bill that would have provided 
$4,050 to repaint a sports mural 
in the Roost was rejected by the 
Residence Hall Association during 
Tuesday’s meeting. 
Roost Sen. Sean Jordan said the 
mural, which features sports logos 
of every school in the Southeastern 
Conference,  has  been bad ly 
scratched and worn down over the 
years and repairing it would also 
repair some of the Roost’s feelings 
of neglect.
Having the logos painted on 
plywood boards and fixed to the 
wall would cost around $4,800, 
said Jordan, a second-year history 
student.
The bill said the Roost would 
cover $750 of the project but get the 
rest from D-19, RHA’s renovation 
fund.
Treasurer Ben Ortiz-Colon said 
the renovation fund has around 
$11,000. Many senators said they 
were concerned that the bill called 
for more than a third of the funds.
“All that going into a single 
hallway in a single dorm is, I think, 
almost excessive,” said Maxcy Sen. 
Troy Straub, a first-year business 
student.
Jordan said he would work on 
redrafting the bill for next semester 
and would request a Plexiglas 
covering to protect any new mural 
from vandalism.
“I think the only real way to do 
it is plywood boards, all at once,” 
Jordan said. “Everyone hates long 
construction jobs. I would say get it 
done in one fell swoop.”
A l so  look i ng toward nex t 
s e m e s t e r ,  R H A  P r e s i d e n t 
Jaime Shook said that her main 
concerns are smooth transitions, 
sustainability and the Hands for 
Hunger poker tournament.
Shook , a th ird-year publ ic 
relations student, said that RHA 
elections will be in February and she 
will work with the new government 
to ease the transition. 
C o m m e n t s  o n  t h i s  s t o r y ?  E - m a i l 
gamecocknews@sc.edu
KEY
Sport mural in the Roost fails 
to get money for renovation 
Lindsay Wolfe
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
RHA rejects proposed reparation
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@sc.edu
ELLIS
• Don’t walk alone after dark. Early evening to late evening, 
travel only in groups of three or more in well lit and traveled 
areas. Use the APO Escort Services, 803-777-DUCK or 
call for a police escort 803-777-4215.
• When traveling in your vehicle, keep windows and doors 
locked.
• If approached, don’t resist a robber, especially if he has a 
weapon.
• Never venture into or through dark or undesirable 
neighborhoods.
• Familiarize yourself with call box locations.
• Don’t carry large sums of cash.
• Get a good description of the attacker and locate a   
safe area in the event of an encounter.
• If attacked or approached by someone suspicious,   
contact the police immediately by calling 911, or use   
the nearest call box.
SAFETY TIPS
—  Information from the USC Division of Law Enforcement and Safety Web site. --Infographic by Lizzie EricksonSource: www.les.sc.edu
If Cocky beats out Iowa 
State University’s mascot 
Cy at the end of the 
week, he will compete 
against either Thundar 
from North Dakota State 
or Testudo from the 







Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
These unique paintings were on sale on Tuesday at the Farmer’s Market and were 
created by the well-known, local painter Ernest Lee a.k.a “The Chickenman Artist.”
PIC OF THE DAY
Crime Report





8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Russell House Ballroom
 Rummage for Measles 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Greene Street
Choose to Lose
1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
RH, Room 305
Choral Concert




4 p.m. to 5 p.m.
RH, Room 315
Student Senate meeting




6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
RH, Room 301
Impulse meeting
7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
RH Dining Room
Circle K International 
meeting
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
BA, Room 450
SAVVY meeting
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
RH, Room 302
College Democrats at 
USC meeting




7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Gambrell 151
SALA meeting
8 p.m. to 9 p.m.
RH, Rooms 322/326
CRU Bible Study
8:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.
South Tower Lobby
MONDAY, DEC. 1 
Petit Larceny, 12:11 a.m.
Swearingen Annex, 300 Main St.
The victim said that unknown person 
removed his bicycle from bike rack by 
cutting the bike cable.
Total value: $200
Reporting of f icers: R. Vaughan, A. 
Mitchell 
Third degree burglary, petit larceny, 
1:58 p.m.
School of Medicine, Building 1, 6439 
Garners Ferry Rd.
The victim said that her leather wallet 
was missing from her bag after leaving 
it in her purse in her offi ce, which was 
unsecured.  The wallet contained $100, 
a USC school I.D., a library card and a 
Discover card.
Total value: $170
Reporting offi cer: C. Bufkin 
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 26
Auto-tampering, malicious injury to 
personal property, 8:34 a.m.
Blossom Street Garage, 1300 Blossom 
St.
The compla i na nt  sa id  t hat  a n 
unknown suspect removed her gas cap 
and broke the clip that was attached to 
it. The subject removed numerous gas 
caps, but nothing was reported missing 
by any of the victims.
Reporting offi cer: N. Peter
— Compiled by Halley Nani
Cocky 
 
Cocky fi rst started appearing at • 
USC events in 1980.
Other USC mascots were Th e • 
Rooster (1971-1973) and Big Spur 
(1974-1979).
Cocky won the Universal • 
Cheerleading Association Mascot 
Competition in 1986 and 1994.
Cocky’s trademark move is his • 
entrance into football games during 
the song “2001: A Space Odyssey” 
in a black cage.
Cocky won the Capital One Bowl • 
Mascot challenge in 2003.
— Compiled by Assistant News Editor Kara Apel
BANGKOK,  Tha i land 
—  A n t i - g o v e r n m e n t 
demonstrators in Thailand 
declared victory Tuesday 
and said they will end their 
occupation of the country’s 
two main airports after a 
court decision forced the 
country’s prime minister 
from offi ce.
W h i l e  a n  e s t i m a t e d 
300,000 travelers stranded by 
last week’s airport takeovers 
breathed a bit easier, the 
question of who will hold 
power  i n  a  democ rat ic 
T h a i l a n d  r e m a i n e d 
unanswered.
The protesters — who seek 
to eliminate the one-person, 
one-vote system — left open 
the possibility of more unrest 
saying they will return to 
the streets if political change 
does not occur. At least six 
people have been killed and 
scores injured in clashes in 
recent months.
Also unclear was the extent 
of damage the week long 
airport blockade inf licted 
on the country’s economy, 
wh ich rel ies  heav i ly on 
tourism.
But none of that seemed to 
matter Tuesday as members 
of the People’s Alliance for 
Democracy, which led the 
protest, reveled at the fall 
of Prime Minister Somchai 
Wongsawat.
“ We  w i l l  p a r t y  a l l 
night long before leaving 
tomorrow,” sa id Sa isur i 
Pantupradij, a 45-year-old 
woman who camped out at 
Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi 
international airport. “It’s 
sad to say goodbye, but our 
job here is done. So we must 
go home.”
She and four other women, 
all wearing yellow feather 
boas,  were dancing and 
singing karaoke to a Thai 
folk song in the main hall of 
the airport terminal.
Around them, thousands 
celebrated, waving Thailand’s 
red white and blue fl ag, and 
cheering their nation, their 
king and themselves.
T he  S out h  C a r o l i n a 
agency charged with serving 
the state’s most vulnerable 
and disabled children and 
adult s fa l ls  far shor t in 
protecting them, an audit of 
the agency fi nds.
The report, issued Tuesday, 
says the Depar tment of 
Disabi l it ies and Specia l 
Needs fails to follow up on 
safety violations and doesn’t 
do enough to keep abusers 
off facility payrolls. The 
agency oversees local boards 
and licenses providers that 
care for children and adults 
with disabilities around the 
state.
In the 80-page audit, the 
Legislative Audit Council 
quest ioned whet her t he 
agency is fi ring people, as its 
policies require, when claims 
of abuse are substantiated.
Between Jan. 30 and July 
30, 2007, the agency had 70 
substantiated cases involving 
staff, but its records showed 
only 59 resulted in firing, 
“leaving 11 where the policy 
was not followed,” the audit 
said. In an 11-page response, 
the department said action 
was taken in all cases, but 
auditors said documentation 
was lacking to back up the 
claim.
The audit recommends 
Disabi l it ies and Specia l 
Needs require fi ngerprinting 
and FBI national background 
checks for caregivers, not 
just a check through the 
South Carolina State Law 
Enforcement Division. The 
agency said it would consider 
the feasibility of fi ngerprint 
checks.
Meanwhile, the agency 
isn’t doing enough to check 
references. It “does not have 
an adequate system to ensure 
that direct caregivers who 
are dismissed for consumer 
safety-related disciplinary 
infractions are not rehired 
elsewhere in the system,” the 
audit said. The agency said 
it would revise its reference 
check system to require more 
detailed information about 
applicants.
HAGERSTOWN,  Md . 
— The Army announced 
additional security training 
Tu e s d a y  f o r  w o r k e r s 
handling some of the world’s 
deadliest germs and toxins, 
part of its response to an 
FBI finding that an Army 
scient ist was responsible 
for deadly 2001 anthrax 
attacks.
T h e  A r m y  a l s o  s a id 
Tuesday that a lab closed for 
security shortcomings in 
April won’t reopen.
T he  new t r a i n i ng  to 
reinforce existing policies 
was recommended as a fi rst 
step by a task force reviewing 
lab security practices after 
t he FBI concluded t hat 
Army scientist Bruce Ivins 
was beh ind the at tacks, 
said Michael Brady, special 
assistant to Army Secretary 
Pete Geren.
T h e  f i r s t  w e e k l o n g 
ref re sher  cou rse  bega n 
Monday  at  t he  A r my ’s 
f lagship biodefense lab at 
Fort Detrick in Frederick, 
w h e r e  I v i n s  a l l e g e d l y 
obtained and ref ined the 
anthrax used in the deadly 
mail ings that k i l led f ive 
people and s ickened 17 
others.
L a b  s p o k e s w o m a n 
Caree Vander Linden said 
the training in securit y, 
accounting and accident-
reporting rules will be rolled 
out to four other Army labs 
over the next few months. 
She  s a id  A r my leader s 
aren’t calling for changes in 
pathogen handling but are 
reiterating procedures for 
inventory accounting and 
documentation.
The program also includes 
a review of Fort Detrick’s 
a u t o m a t e d  p a t h o g e n 
i nventor y  ma nagement 
s y s t e m ,  w h ic h  Va nde r 
Linden said may serve as a 
model for other labs that use 
different systems.
“They’re try ing to see 
wh ich wou ld be a  good 




— The Associated Press
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World AIDS Day 2008
TODAY
(Carolina) RED DAY
Wear anything red to show support





10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
RH Third Floor Lobby
 
T O L E D O ,  O h i o  — 
The f i r ing of  a  col lege 
ad m i n i s t rator  over  her 
criticism of gay rights has 
sparked a  debate  about 
free speech and whether 
universities have the right to 
regulate what employees say 
outside of their jobs.
Cr ysta l  Dixon f i led a 
lawsuit Monday in federal 
c o u r t  s e e k i n g  t o  b e 
reinstated to her University 
of Toledo job, which she lost 
after writing in a newspaper 
column that gay rights can’t 
be compared to civil rights 
because homosexuality is a 
choice.
“I take great umbrage 
at the not ion that those 
choosing the homosexual 
l ifest yle are ‘civ i l r ights 
victims,’” Dixon wrote in an 
online edition of the Toledo 
Free Press on Apr i l  18. 
“Here’s why. I cannot wake 
up tomorrow and not be a 
black woman.”
She also wrote: “There are 
consequences for each of our 
choices, including those who 
violate God’s divine order.”
Two weeks later, Dixon was 
fi red as the school’s associate 
vice president for human 
resources. School officials 
said her views contradicted 
university policies, according 
to the lawsuit.
T h o u g h  D i x o n ’ s 
attorneys say other school 
administ rators were not 
punished for expressing 
their opinions, the public 
u n i v e r s i t y  d e f e nd s  i t s 
actions.
“We have asserted from 
t he beg inn ing t hat Ms. 
Dixon was in a posit ion 
of specia l  sensit iv it y as 
associate vice president for 
human resources and this 
issue is not about freedom of 
speech, but about her ability 
to perform that job given 
her statements,” university 
spokesman Larry Burns said 
in a statement.
Dixon did not mention in 
the column that she worked 
at the university, but she did 
defend the school’s benefi ts 
plans and how they apply to 
gay employees.
In response to the column, 
hundreds of people wrote 
let ters cal l ing her v iews 
d ist urbing whi le others 
were outraged Dixon was 
punished for speaking her 
mind. Conservat ive talk 
show hosts and members of 
her church rallied around 
Dixon after she was fi red.
“It comes down to whether 
y ou’r e  s p e a k i n g  a s  a n 
employee of the university 
or as a private citizen,” said 
Brian Rooney, a spokesman 
for  T homas  More  Law 
Center in Ann Arbor, Mich., 
which is representing Dixon. 
“If you’re speak ing as a 
private citizen, your speech 
is protected.”
The un iversit y wou ld 
have been within its rights 
to discipline her if she had 
stated she was a school 
administrator, Rooney said
The nonprofit Christian 
law f irm says its mission 
includes “defending the 
t r ad it ion a l  f a m i l y  a nd 
challenging special rights 
for homosexuals.”
“Where is the so-called 
free expression of ideas and 
tolerance that universities 
so  ada ma nt ly  defend?” 
said Richard Thompson, 
president of the law center.
Named as defendants in 
the lawsuit are University 
of Toledo President Lloyd 
Jacobs and William Logie, 
vice president for human 
resources.
Ja c ob s  r e s p o nde d  t o 
the column by writing his 
own piece in the week ly 
newspaper, saying that “her 
comments do not accord with 
the values of the University 
of Toledo.” 
Admin fi ring sparks debate
University of Toledo rids 
Crystal Dixon for article, 
expression of opinion   
John Seewer
Th e Associated Press
Courtesy of University of Toledo
University of Toledo’s associative vice president for human 
resources, Crystal Dixon, was fi red for her column on gay rights.
P H I L A D E L P H I A  — 
Pres ident-elec t  Barack 
Obama promised sw if t 
ac t ion  Tue sd ay  on  a n 
economic plan “to solve 
this crisis and to ease the 
burden on our st ates ,” 
and he cast governors as 
his partners in craf t ing 
a  r e c e s s i o n - r e b o u n d 
strategy.
“This administ rat ion 
does not intend to delay 
in get t ing you the help 
t hat  we need,”  Obama 
said as he met with the 
chief executives of most 
states and sought to rally 
bipartisan support for an 
economic stimulus.
T he  p r e s ide nt- e le c t 
has set a goal of saving or 
creating 2.5 million jobs 
to boost  t he economy, 
wh ich  ex per t s  say  ha s 
been in recession for the 
past year. His aides and 
c o n g r e s s io n a l  l e ader s 
have been discussing the 
outlines of a measure that 
could exceed $500 billion 
over two years. Congress 
wants to have it ready for 
Obama vows to help states
President-elect hopes 
to boost economy, sets 
goal to create jobs
Liz Sidoti
Th e Associated Press
OBAMA● 4
Pablo Martinez Monsivais  / The Associated Press
Barack Obama, right, listens to Gov. of Pennsylvania Ed Rendell, left, at the Bipartisan 
meeting of the National Governor’s Association at Congress Hall on Tuesday.
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An independent report on American 
higher education fl unks all but one state 
when it comes to af fordabil it y — an 
embarrassing verdict that is unlikely to 
improve as the economy contracts.
The biennial study by the National 
Center for Public Policy and Higher 
Educat ion, which evaluates how well 
higher education is serving the public, 
handed out F’s for affordability to 49 
states, up from 43 two years ago. Only 
California received a passing grade in 
the category, a C, thanks to its relatively 
inexpensive community colleges.
The repor t  ca rd uses  a  ra nge of 
measurements to give states grades, from 
A to F, on the performance of their public 
and private colleges. The affordability 
grade is based on how much of the average 
family’s income it costs to go to college.
Almost everywhere, that figure is up, 
according to the survey. Only two states 
— New York and Tennessee — have made 
even minimal improvements since 2000, 
but they’re still considered to be failing. 
Everywhere else, families must fork over a 
greater percentage of their income to pay 
for college. 
In Illinois, the average cost attending 
a public four-year college has jumped 
from 19 percent of family’s income in 
1999-2000 to 35 percent in 2007-2008, 
and in Pennsylvania, from 29 percent to 
41 percent.
Low-income families have been hardest 
hit. Nationally, enrollment at a local 
public college costs families in the top 
fifth of income just 9 percent of their 
earnings, while families from the bottom 
fi fth pay 55 percent — up from 39 percent 
in 1999-2000.
And that’s after accounting for fi nancial 
aid, which is increasingly being used to 
lure high-achieving students who boost 
a school’s reputation but who don’t need 
help to go to college.
The problem seems likely to worsen as 
the economy does, said Patrick Callan, the 
center’s president.
Historically during downturns, “states 
make disproportionate cuts in higher 
education and, in return for the colleges 
taking them gracefully, allow them to 
raise tuition,” Callan said. “If we handle 
this recession like we’ve handled others, 
we will see that this gets worse.”
Scott Cristal of Columbia, Mo., said he 
wasn’t surprised by the study’s fi ndings. 
Cristal, who has sent two daughters to 
college and has another two yet to pay 
for, said that he is trying to expand his 
business to help pay the tuition bills, but 
that it’s been hard because of the slowing 
economy.
“We’re going to play it by ear, be 
optimistic, hope for the best and just ride 
it out as best we can,” Cristal said. “I think 
that’s what everybody in America’s doing 
right now.”
States fared modestly better in other 
categories such as participation, where no 
state failed and about half the states earned 
A’s or B’s — comparable to the report two 
years ago. One reason for the uptick is 
that more students are taking rigorous 
college-prep courses, the study found. In 
Texas, for instance, the percentage of high 
schoolers taking at least one upper-level 
science course has nearly tripled from 20 
percent to 56 percent.
But bet ter preparat ion for col lege 
hasn’t translated into better enrollment 
or completion, with only two states — 
Arizona and Iowa — receiving an A for 
participation in higher education.
And the discrepancy in enrollment 
between states is still great: Forty-four 
percent of young Iowans are in college, 
while just 18 percent of their counterparts 
in Alaska — one of three states to get an F 
in the category — are enrolled.
Callan said the United States is at best 
standing still while other countries pass 
it in areas like college enrollment and 
complet ion. And as higher educat ion 
fails to keep up with population growth, 
the specter lurks of new generat ions 
less educated than their Baby Boomer 
predecessors.
“The educat ional st rength of the 
American population is in the group that’s 
about to retire,” Callan said. “In the rest 
of the world it’s the group that’s gone to 
college since 1990.” 
his signature shortly after 
his Jan. 20 inauguration.
Incoming White House 
c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  R a h m 
Emanuel, told reporters 
that in a private portion of 
the meeting, Obama and 
Republican and Democratic 
governors agreed that the 
measure must focus heavily 
on money for infrastructure 
as wel l  as bureaucrat ic 
reforms to make it easier to 
complete programs without 
having to cut through piles 
of red tape.
“The top pr ior it y  i s 
to invest in these areas,” 
E m a nue l  s a id ,  l i s t i ng 
roads, bridges, high-speed 
r a i l ,  w a t e r - t r e a t me nt 
systems, schools, medical 
information technology, 
b r o a d b a n d  n e t w o r k s , 
transportation systems and 
“green” technology.
“The governors see that 
as essential to their own 
economic recovery in their 
states, and we see it as 
essential to the economic 
recovery of the country,” 
Emanuel said.
B u t  E m a n u e l  w a s 
noncommittal on whether 
t he  leg i s l a t ion  wou ld 
contain exactly what the 
governors seek — some 
$136  b i l l ion  more  for 
inf rast ruct ure project s 
and at least $40 bil l ion 
to temporari ly increase 
the federal government’s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e 
Medicaid program for the 
poor and disabled.
“We’re going to review 
all that,” Emanuel said.
The measure is expected 
to blend money for those 
priorities with tax cuts, a 
temporary increase in food 
stamp payments, as well as 
investments in renewable 
energy projects and other 
“green jobs” initiatives.
O b a m a  a n d  V i c e 
President-elect Joe Biden 
spoke to the bipart isan 
g roup of  gover nor s  at 
historic Congress Hall.
R e p u b l i c a n  a n d 
Democrat ic governors , 
nearly a l l  of whom are 
st ruggl ing with budget 
defi cits at home because of 
the recession, sat at desks in 
the hall, with no separation 
by party. They included 
former and possibly future 
pol it ical r ivals, such as 
GOP Govs. Bobby Jindal 
of Louisiana and Sarah 
Palin of Alaska, the party’s 
vice presidential nominee 
this year.
I n  h i s  b r i e f  p u b l i c 
comments, Obama called 
the meeting the start of a 
partnership, and said he 
w i l l  go beyond a sk ing 
governors to implement 
the economic plan that 
will include tax cuts for 
“hard-pressed middle class 
famil ies” and increased 
federal spending.
“ I ’ m  g o i n g  t o  b e 
interested in you helping 
to draf t and shape that 
economic plan,” Obama 
said.
Biden told the governors 
he hopes t hey w i l l  not 
c r it ic ize t he incom ing 
administration for raising 
the defi cit as it tries to help 
them. “I know none of you 
would do that ,” he said 
jokingly. Most states have 
constitutions that prohibit 
defi cit spending.
The governors, in turn, 
pledged their cooperation.
P e n n s y l v a n i a  G o v. 
Ed Rendell, a Democrat 
who chairs the National 
Governors Associat ion, 
said: “We are here with the 
understanding that we have 
to be not only participants 
but to lead in dealing with 
the fi nancial problems that 
are upsetting our states.”
O b a m a  e m p a t h i z e d 
with governors struggling 
to cra f t  budget s  wh i le 
state tax revenues fall and 
a n  i nc rea s i ng  nu mber 
of people seek state help 
during the downturn. The 
president-elect said at least 
41 states likely will face 
budget shortfalls this year 
or next.
“Jobs are being cut,” he 
said. “Programs for the 
needy are at risk. Libraries 
are being closed. Historic 
sites are being closed.”
As he has since his Nov. 
4 elect ion, Obama gave 
a sobering assessment of 
the challenges ahead and 
emphasized bipartisanship 
in fi nding solutions to the 
country’s ills.
“I don’t think anybody 
h e r e  i s  v i e w i n g  t h e 
situat ion through rose-
colored glasses,” he said 
and warned of potentially 
disappointing decisions he 
will likely have to make. 
“Not all of those choices 
are going to be popular.”
H e  p r o m i s e d 
Republ ic a n  gover nor s 
“the hand of friendship, 
t he  sa me com m it ment 
t o  p a r t n e r s h i p”  t h a t 
Democrats receive.
“We are not going to be 
hampered by ideology in 
trying to get this country 
back on track. We want 
to fi gure out what works,” 
Obama added, drawing 
applause that started with 
Mississippi Gov. Haley 
Barbour, a former GOP 
national chairman.
Biden singled out Palin 
— his debate adversary 
from the fall campaign — 
and said her presence was 
a sign that both part ies 
are confronting problems 
toget her.  “Maybe walk 
outside with me later and 
say hello to me,” he said to 
laughter from the crowd.
In the private meeting, 
accord ing to Emanuel , 
there was a consensus that 
the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency was 
not responsive and needed 
to be fi xed, and discussion 
about helping states deal 
with rising health care costs 
and increasing foreclosure 
rates.
  
OBAMA● Continued from 3 Study fl unks 49 states in 
college affordability report
Grades based on family income, 
spending on public, private universities
Justin Pope
Th e Associated Press
The Sout h Carol ina 
Hou s e  ado p t e d  r u le s 
Tuesday that will require 
more roll-call votes after 
months of criticism that 
leg i s lators  a ren’t  held 
accountable enough for 
actions on bills.
The House’s new rules, 
adopted at the start of a 
two-day organizat ional 
session, are simi lar to 
what Senate leadership is 
discussing ahead of the 
session’s start in January. 
Gov.
Mark Sanford, a handful 
of legislators and the South 
Carolina Policy Council 
all had pushed for more 
recorded votes, but said 
the change falls short of 
what’s needed.
The rules require roll-
call votes on nearly every 
amendment and bill before 
it leaves the House if it 
involves spending at least 
$10,000, anything tied to 
the state budget, taxes or 
fees; ethics and campaign 
fi nance laws; elections and 
redistricting are included.
The pol icy counci l’s 
re sea rch  shows  Sout h 
C a r o l i n a ,  M a i n e , 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  N e w 
Hampshire and Vermont 
are the only states with no 
recorded vote requirements 
to pass bills.
The rules change passed 
on a 77-34 vote after the 
House became mired in a 
three-hour debate. While 
some legislators said they 
supported more roll-call 
votes, they questioned a 
new practice: recording 
al l voice votes as “yes” 
and requiring people who 
voted “no” to tel l  t he 
House clerk that’s how 
they voted.
Rep. Todd Rutherford. 
D-Columbia, sa id that 
would allow people who 
aren’t even present in the 
House to be recorded as 
voting “yes” while forcing 
people who voted “no” 
to remember to tell the 
c lerk how t hey voted. 
Rutherford said House 
members shouldn’t have to 
talk to the clerk every time 
they leave the chamber to 
take a phone call, get a 
cup of coffee or go to the 
restroom.
“What other body in the 
world would allow people 
to vote when you are not 
here?” Rutherford asked.
But  t he  r u le s  had  a 
powerful backer: House 
Speaker Bobby Harrell, 
a Charleston Republican 
who on ly  mont hs  ago 
was fending off calls for 
more roll call votes and 
on Tuesday was tel l ing 
the House he had written 
t he  r u le  cha nge s .  He 
C. Aluka Berry / The Associated Press
Some of the 23 freshman legislators make their way into the House of Representatives 
for the fi rst time since their election ito offi ce in Columbia, Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2008.   
S.C. adopts rule forcing recorded votes
Legislators will 
have to be more 
accountable for bills
Jim Davenport
Th e Associated Press
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Newspaper readers and 
television news viewers along 
much of South Carolina’s 
coast aren’t f inding out as 
much now as they did a few 
months ago about crime in 
their neighborhoods.
I n  B e au f or t  C ou nt y, 
deputies this month began 
to refuse to turn over police 
repor t s  on weekends or 
holidays, meaning reporters 
w it h The I s land Packet 
of Hilton Head and The 
Beaufort Gazet te had to 
wait until Monday to review 
crimes that took place over 
the four-day Thanksgiving 
weekend.
And in Charleston, The 
Post and Courier reports 
police are blocking out critical 
information in some of their 
reports, including where 
burglaries took place and the 
names of witnesses.
Law enforcement officials 
say  t hey a re  protec t ing 
privacy. But they also may 
be  w it h hold i ng c r it ic a l 
information that could keep 
people safe, according to 
advocates for the media.
“You see a trend of police 
being more and more reticent 
to g ive out informat ion. 
People are tying to withhold 
the names of vict ims and 
witnesses, places where crimes 
happen,” said Bill Rogers, 
executive director of the South 
Carolina Press Association.
The Charleston newspaper 
reports that police there 
used to release crime reports 
in their entirety, but earlier 
this year began black ing 
out information, sometimes 
arbitrarily. A recent robbery 
report listed the victim’s name 
and address, but redacted her 
age. Another report on a 
homicide blacked out some 
witnesses’ names, but kept 
others in. Reports on a string 
of burglaries blocked out 
where the crimes occurred.
“That makes no sense. 
The burglar certainly knows 
where he broke in. What 
about other people in the 
neighborhood? Shouldn’t 
they know what is going on?” 
said Jay Bender, a lawyer who 
represents a number of media 
organizations, including The 
Associated Press.
R e l e a s i n g  a l l  t h e 
information in a report also 
allows reporters and the public 
to better assess the incident, 
media advocates said.
T h e  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a 
Sheriff’s Association is backing 
Beaufort County Sheriff P.J. 
Tanner’s interpretation of a 
clause in the open records 
law requiring documents 
l ike pol ice reports to be 
available “during the hours 
of operations of the public 
body.”
Media advocates said the 
reports should be available any 
time because officers never 
stop patrolling, but Tanner 
has ordered his officers to 
release reports only when his 
administrative staff is on duty 
Monday through Friday.
Many police agencies don’t 
want to release reports until 
administrators have time to 
black out information that 
is being withheld, and that 
can only be done when offi ce 
staff is in, said Jeff Moore, 
execut ive director of the 
sheriff’s association.
“I ’m not going to say 
somebody who has  t hat 
responsibility doesn’t get 
carried away with a magic 
marker from time to time,” 
Moore said. “But they are 
trying to protect confi dential 
sou rces ,  juven i le s ,  rape 
victims or other information 
that shouldn’t be public.”
Those few commonsense 
exceptions are laid out in the 
law, but many times officers 
are simply being too zealous 
in trying to protect privacy, 
Bender said.
“The police are in the 
business of protecting people, 
not protecting privacy,” Bender 
said. “If the information needs 
to be private, don’t put it in a 
public record.”
A number of sheriffs have 
asked the sheriff’s association 
about the open records act, so 
Moore said the organization 
has planned a workshop 
early next year with the state 
attorney general’s offi ce, which 
advises governments to take 
the narrowest interpretation 
of the law and when in doubt 
to favor openness. 
S.C. police offi  cers withhold 
critical facts in crime reports
Law enforcement say 
they leave out information 
to protect privacy 
Jeffery Collins
Th e Associated Press
said objections like Rutherford’s were 
attempts to stall visibility on voting.
“Every member is responsible for what 
goes on in this chamber and what this 
rule will do is require that every member 
tell the public what their position was on 
everything that was debated by this body 
when they were present,” Harrell said.
If they leave the chamber, it’s their 
responsibility tell the House clerk how 
long they’ll be gone so they won’t be 
recorded as voting, Harrell said.
VOTES ● Continued from 4
Sometimes, the public’s perception of their 
constitutional right to free speech can create 
problems.
University of Toledo employee Crystal Dixon 
was fired by the university after she expressed 
her views on homosexuality in a column for a the 
Toledo Free Press last April. Dixon, the university’s 
associate vice president of human resources, is 
filing a lawsuit against the university because 
she feels her free speech 
rights were compromised. 
Dixon argues that, as a 
private citizen, her views 
on homosexual it y are 
acceptable and should not 
have lead to her fi ring.
I n  some  c a se s ,  t he 
defense of free speech is enough to win over 
anyone, but in this case the university was justifi ed 
in their decision to fi re Dixon.
Dixon’s position at the university demands a 
certain amount of sensitivity and acceptance — 
she is a human resources offi cial, after all. Writing 
things that are less than accepting of a group of 
people interferes with her job.
She is entitled to her opinion, this is true, but 
her opinion alienates many of the people the 
university charged her to work with, and she isn’t 
necessarily entitled to be employed by Toledo or 
any one else.
Dixon’s case isn’t one about censorship or 
defending free speech — it is about the perception 
of one’s ability to do his or her job. With her 
statement, Dixon compromised that perception. 
Attack by 2013 unlikely, 
vague predictions do little 
more than scare citizens
According to a recent 
Congressional Commission 
report, there is a pretty 
good chance that you or 
someone you know wil l 
suf fer f rom a biological 
terror attack in the next 
fi ve years.  
I n fac t ,  t he odds are 
better than even. 
The report, 
o b t a i n e d 
b y  t h e 
Washington 
Post, claims 
a  t e r r o r i s t 
a t t a c k 
i n v o l v i n g 
b i o l o g i c a l 
w e a p o n s 
i s  l i kely  to 
o c c u r  b y 
2 0 1 3  T h e 
repor t  a l so 
c la ims t hat 
the next terrorist attack on 
the U.S. will originate in 
the Pakistani tribal areas. 
It even went as far as to 
say the odds are better than 
ever for a biological terror 
attack, and former Sen. Bob 
Graham said the attack will 
have consequences 10 times 
that of 9/11 and cited the 
fl u virus of 1918 that killed 
between 20 and 40 million 
people.
The report issues some 
suggestions to the incoming 
administration to prevent 
such an attack, this is true, 
but if the odds for millions 
of  A mer icans dy ing of 
some unknown illness are 
“better than ever,” why not 
bypass tightening security 
measures and go straight 
to preparing containment 
wards and mass graves? 
The congressional panel’s 
report is an act of terror in 
itself and accomplishes little 
else. The idea of a biological 
attack, as reported, seems to 
be nothing more than the 
speculation of a few men 
in powerful positions with 
litt le else to do. Anyone 
could say that a biological 
at tack is more l ikely to 
occur than a nuclear one — 
after all, it takes more time 
and knowledge to mature 
uranium and plutonium 
t ha n it  doe s  to  f i nd  a 
diseased person and release 
them into society. As far 
as speculating where the 
next attack will come from, 
it is constantly stated that 
Pakistan is highly volatile 
a nd  l i k e l y  t o  c o nt a i n 
terror ist organizat ions, 
so stating that it is likely 
that a terrorist attack will 
or ig inate f rom there is 
like saying that someone’s 
groceries come from the 
grocery store.
I f the report ’s cla ims 
c o me  t o  f r u i t io n  a nd 
2013 does see a biological 
at tack, it is more l ikely 
that the idea came from 
this very report. I mean, 
with the U.S. government 
con s t a nt ly  t e l l i ng  t he 
world as to how they will 
be attacked next, why even 
bot her design ing some 
plot of your own? Aspiring 
terrorists must be thrilled 
— all they have to do is fl ip 
on CNN to fi nd out what 
to do. After all, seemingly 
every major holiday sees 
the “terror warning level” 
go up with reports of cruise 
boat bombing threats or 
w h a t e v e r  t h e  f e d e r a l 
government decides the 
terrorist fl avor of the week 
is. Such reports are so vague 
that they do little more 
t ha n make A mer ica ns 
believe that the terrorists 
are always just minutes 
away from attacking their 
living room.
What these commissions 
s hou ld  do  i n s t e ad  o f 
speculation and ominous 
prophecies that scare Joe 
Schmoe and his children 
into thinking that they are 
going to catch Spanish fl u, 
Multiple Strain Resistant 
Tub erc u lo s i s  o r  s ome 
u nk now n malady,  t hey 
s ho u ld  m a k e  g e nu i ne 
efforts on improving safety. 
Instead of saying “this is 
going to happen,” to the 
A merican publ ic, go to 
the biotech labs, research 
centers and disease control 
agencies and expose their 
sec u r it y  l ap se s .  Don’t 
merely claim that a breach 
is inevitable.
H o p e f u l l y  t h i s 
commission will be effective 
in tightening security and 
preventing a 2013 attack. 
In the future, perhaps such 
commissions will be able 
to do so without garnering 
doomsday headlines and 
causing potent ial panic. 
Until they do, they are just 
as guilty of terrorism as 
Osama Bin Laden. 
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IN OUR OPINION
University had right 
to dismiss employee
Writing things 
that are less than 
accepting of a group 











Obama vows to ‘clean up 
mess’ in unstable area with 
defense secretary choice
During the Democratic 
primaries, Barack Obama 
often touted his opposition 
to the war in Iraq and to a 
continued American presence 
there. In January of 2007, 








wh ich would 
have mandated 
a withdrawal 
o f  c o m b a t 
brigades from 
Iraq by March 
31, 2008. From 
the start, he distanced himself 
from the other candidates by 
reminding voters of his initial 
opposition to the war and by 
committing to a 16-month 
withdrawal plan.
But as the primary season 
came to a close, Obama 
signaled that his position had, 
in fact, become a bit more 
fl exible. In June, he admitted 
that he would continue to 
“refine” his policy on the 
war, telling reporters that he 
would “listen to commanders 
on the ground” and that he 
had “always said the pace of 
withdrawal would be dictated 
by the safety and security of 
our troops and the need to 
maintain stability.” This, of 
course, seems strikingly similar 
to George W. Bush’s position 
that troop withdrawals “will 
be based on a calm assessment 
by  com ma nder s  on  t he 
conditions on the ground,” 
as Bush put it during a visit to 
Anbar province last year.
It comes, then, as no real 
surprise that Obama will 
keep Defense Secret a r y 
Robert Gates on board for 
a while. Gates’ selection is 
simply the next logical step 
in a progression of events 
and shifting attitudes already 
underway. In calling on Gates 
to continue serving, Obama 
has, at least in deed, admitted 
that a precipitous withdrawal 
is not good for America or for 
the Middle East, and Bush’s 
strategy has elements of truth 
and practicality in it.
Regardless of whether or not 
we should have gone to war in 
the fi rst place, and regardless 
of whatever past mistakes 
we’ve made in prosecuting the 
war, we have a commitment 
to fulfill in Iraq. If, as some 
would have it, we did indeed 
create a mess in Iraq, then it 
is our responsibility to clean 
it up. It is unacceptable to 
invade a nation, depose its 
government, disband its army 
and then condemn its people 
to whatever fate may befall 
them (especially if that fate 
involves groups such as al-
Qaeda in Iraq).
Throughout the primaries 
and the general elect ion, 
Obama put a lot of effort 
into seeming presidential, 
apparently to combat charges 
that he wasn’t ready to lead. 
While it is true that there is 
a sort of demeanor and style 
associated with the presidency 
(that includes wear ing a 
necktie every once in a while, 
Mr. Obama), the true mark 
of a successful leader and the 
only one with any lasting 
effect on the rest of us, is in 
the soundness of the policies 
that he enacts. With this in 
mind, Gates’s selection is an 
admirable step in the right 
direction. 








If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about 
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
ITʼS YOUR RIGHT
Voice your opinion on message boards at www.dailygamecock.com 
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To  t h e  C a r o l i n a 
Student Body:
Thank you so ver y 
much for the Past ides 
Palooza on the eve of my 
investiture. 
T h e 
celebration 
m a d e  o n e 
of the most 
meaningful 
e v e n t s  i n 




all the time, 
t he  e f for t 
a n d  t h e 
p l a n n i n g 
that each and every one 
of you put forth.
The opportunity to talk 
with so many of you was 
a highlight of the evening 
and served to remind me 
just how privileged all 
of us at the university 
are to be associated with 
such an ent husiast ic , 
loyal and talented group 
of  s t udent s .  You a re 
a n end le s s  sou rce  of 
inspiration and pride for 
me. 
Of course, I would be 
remiss if I didn’t mention 
the pizza and tell you that 
even my New York City 
relatives, who defi nitely 
know something about 
pizza, gave it and the ice 
cream a “thumbs up.”
In closing, let me say 
that I will always cherish 
your good will and your 
wishes of good luck. I 
promise to do my very 
best  to ma inta in t he 
confi dence and trust that 
you have placed in me 
and to keep the values set 
forth in the Carolinian 
Creed in my heart and 
on my mind throughout 
my presidency.
As the semester draws 
to a close, I want to wish 
all of you the very best of 
luck on your exams and a 
warm and joyful holiday 
season.
I look forward to seeing 









Something ruffl  ing your feathers?
We want to know. 
Write a letter to the editor at gamecockeditor@sc.edu
Letters should be 200-300 words in length and guest columns should be roughly 500 
words in length. Include your name, phone number, year and major. 
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Top 30 WUSC Albums of the Week
1. FRIDA HYVONEN     Until Death Comes    Secretly Canadian
2. RAINBOW ARABIA     The Basta [EP]    Manimal Vinyl-Tiny Man
3. ANATHALLO     Canopy Glow    Anticon
4. BELLE AND SEBASTIAN    The BBC Sessions    Matador
5. TORO Y MOI      My Touch      
6. DANCER VS. POLITICIAN    A City Half Lost    Self-Released
7. ORIGAMI GHOSTS     Short Momentum    Hand To
8. FRENCH MIAMI     French Miami    Self-Released
9. HER SPACE HOLIDAY, XOXO Panda   And The New Kid Revival   Mush
10. MOUNT EERIE w/ JULIE DOIRON
      & FRED SQUIRE       Lost Wisdom    Self-Released
11. FADED PAPER FIGURES    Dynamo     Self-Released
12. OF MONTREAL     Skeletal Lamping    Polyvinyl
13. KITTEN FOREVER     Born Ready
14. BABY GUTS      The Kissing Disease
15. SHINY TOY GUNS     Season Of Poison    Universal Motown
16. VIVIAN GIRLS     Vivian Girls     In The Red
17. ANNUALS       Such Fun     Canvasback
18. TOBACCO      Fucked Up Friends    Anticon
19. HELIO SEQUENCE     Keep Your Eyes Ahead   SUB POP
20. NOAH AND THE WHALE    Peaceful, The World Lays Me Down  Cherry Tree-Interscope
21. ELECTRIC SIX     Flashy     Metropolis
22. HELLO TOMORROW    Au Revoir [EP]    Self-Released
23. RECEIVING END OF SIRENS    The Earth Sings Mi Fa Mi   Triple Crown
24. DES ARK      Des Ark/Bellafea Split
25. THROW ME THE STATUE    Moonbeams    Secretly Canadian
26. POSTMARKS     By The Numbers    Unfi ltered
27. LAKE, Oh      The Places We’ll Go   K
28. KOUFAX      Strugglers    Doghouse
29. MARNIE STERN     This Is It ...    Kill Rock Stars
30. LOU REED      Berlin: Live At St. Ann’s Warehouse  Matador 
Dance show highlights student talent
Contemporary-style pieces choreographed by undergraduates, grads 
include range of styles from West African to salsa, ballet
Ellen Meder
ASSISTANT MIX EDITOR
this site are comedies. This one is about an excessively 
free spirited couple low on cash. While they contemplate 
quick ways to get rich, a mysterious fi gure arrives at their 
doorstep. His offer is simple but grim. The stranger says 
he will loan the couple a button for the night. If they push 
it, a person will randomly die, but the couple would be 
awarded $1 million in the morning. There is no telling 
who would die. 
Clip of the Week
‘Killing Button’ depicts comic moral dilemma
Vista’s SakiTumi serves up surprising fl avors
The only thing better than a good pun is great sushi, but 
at SakiTumi, you can easily have both. 
The restaurant brings to Columbia unbelievably good 
sushi that stimulates consumers’ imaginations and taste 
buds. Everything about the restaurant is representative of 
Japanese food and culture, but with a distinctive Southern 
twist. Everything from the menu to the décor incorporates 
an often literal taste of the Deep South into the dining 
experience at SakiTumi.
For diners who are 21 and older, SakiTumi offers an 
extensive menu of 12 different types of saki alone . Beyond 
that, they offer a variety of original cocktails featuring 
peach fl avoring and South Carolina favorites such as Firefl y 
vodka . 
Few things are better to suit one of the restaurant’s 
cocktail concoctions than SakiTumi’s Kamikaze Wings. 
Breaded just enough to offer a slight crunch but no grease, 
the wings are a favorite with all. Thanks to the assorted 
spices in the sauce, the wings are spicy enough to satisfy 
the toughest wing connoisseurs, but come with a distinctly 
Asian fl air. Most innovative is the fact that the wings come 
without all the mess of your typical game-day fare. The wing 
sauce has a mildly gelatinous quality, making the wings less 
embarrassingly messy than other wings. Other appealing 
appetizer options include the Edamame, Seaweed Salad and 
Toasted Goat Cheese. 
The real appeal of SakiTumi is found in the restaurant’s 
entrées. Although the menu offers everything from tapas to 
cheeseburgers, the restaurant’s best offerings are from their 
sushi menu. A favorite is the Shrimp Tempura Roll, which 
combines lightly fried shrimp, cream cheese, green onion 
and Japanese mayonnaise. The standout ingredient is the eel 
sauce that accents the roll and tastes nothing like it sounds. 
Rather than fi shy or salty, the sauce is simultaneously sweet 
and savory. 
Those who prefer something with a little more Dixie 
fl avor will appreciate the Charleston Roll, which combines 
wasabi sesame seeds, vegetables and Southern style blue crab. 
The combination is true to its Japanese roots, but pushes 
the limits of all things traditionally Asian by featuring crab 
almost fresh enough to live underwater.
Anyone slightly too squeamish for sushi will appreciate 
the Shojin Pasta, which combines the fl avors of tofu and 
shiitake mushrooms with fresh bell peppers, asparagus and 
sundried tomatoes to add a sweet accent. Blissfully simple, 
the dish is light and fl avorful, and shows off the versatility of 
SakiTumi’s chef.
Using a unique combination of f lavors, the staff at 
SakiTumi combines Southern charm with Pan-Asian fl avors. 
Even the interior is decorated to refl ect Asian themes while 
operating in a small, intimate atmosphere traditional to 
Southern culture. SakiTumi isn’t as budget friendly as the 
Grand Marketplace, but it is well worth the cost. So, wind 
down before exams and enjoy a night out at SakiTumi, where 
the sushi is delicious and the puns are plentiful. After all, 
what’s not to like about a restaurant with a Gamecock Roll? 
Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Sushi chefs prepare SakiTumi’s specialty dishes fresh daily.
SakiTumi





Restaurant combines Japanese, Southern food 
for enjoyable, delicious dining experience
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“Cage with Five Bars” features fi ve female dancers, each illustrating a distinct dance style.
Ellen Meder/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Dance education students practice Emily Enloe’s work “Cohort Conspiracy” in a dress rehersal.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
In the midst of the end of semester 
mayhem, it is nice to witness plain and 
simple acts of joy. That is exactly what USC 
Dance intends to deliver this week with the 
Contemporary Dance Showcase. 
Featuring 50 dancers, the 12 pieces in 
this showcase are all choreographed by 
USC students and graduates, aside from the 
fi rst piece on the bill which features guest 
choreographer Peter Powlus.
Cindy Flach, an adjunct dance faculty 
member at the university since 1988 , is the 
concert director and has been working with 
the choreographers for three months to get 
the extensive list of pieces in top shape. 
Before any of the live performances begin, 
the show opens with an innovative dance 
video centered on Ultimate Frisbee put 
together by new professor of dance education 
Mila Parrish. 
The Powlus piece, “Oh Boy,” was preformed 
earlier this semester by USC Dance, and is 
the epitome of ‘20s and ‘30s jazz and swing 
with one male dancer, Keith Murrins who is 
back from the American School of Ballet, and 
a number of female dancers enthusiastically 
vying for his attention. 
The entire show, for which choreographers 
auditioned their ideas, highlights a cross 
section of the dance department. 
Four of the works are solo pieces that came 
out of Miriam Barbosa’s choreography and 
improvisation class. 
The second piece on the program, “Cohort 
Conspiracy,” choreographed by third-year 
dance education student Emily Enloe, 
features only dance education students. The 
dance is set to the “Mission Impossible” 
theme song, and the dynamic dancers pour 
some of their frustrations and a running joke 
into their work. 
“It’s k ind of the theme of the dance 
educat ion majors, because it ’s a new 
and evolving major and it’s been almost 
impossible,” Flach said. “The program is in 
the works and only a year old.”
Katie Hill iger, a fourth-year dance 
performance student, will be the first to 
graduate from the program in May. Her tap 
ensemble piece, “Breakout,” ends the show 
with an energetic display of fancy footwork 
sweetly paired to upbeat string music.
Adrianne Eby, a second-year undecided 
student, did an impeccable job with “Cage 
with Five Bars.” Set to Kanye West’s “Love 
Lockdown,” the piece features yet another 
singular male dancer who goes through a 
series of duets symbolizing how he goes 
through women. The fi ve other dancers, who 
all use different styles including salsa, jazz 
and ballet, take their places on the stage and 
eventually encircle him in a dramatic and 
skilled ending.
“Harmonic Motions” is a beautiful, almost 
dreamy fl owing duet between choreographer 
Lindsey Shatzer, a fourth-year dance 
performance student, and Bonnie Boiter-
Jolley, a third-year dance performance 
student. They are accompanied by live 
The dancers came with ideas more than 
just a piece of music they liked.
Cindy Flach, concert director
“
”
“Th e books that help you most are those which make you think the most. 
Th e hardest way of learning is that of easy reading; but a great book that 
comes from a great thinker is a ship of thought, deep freighted with truth 
and beauty.” — Pablo Neruda 
DANCE ● 8
Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Diz9dj1R1k 
Rapper Lil’ Wayne looks like he’s got the 
biggest-selling album of 2008 with “Tha 
Carter III,” but will it mean anything 
when the nominations for the 51st Annual 
Grammy Awards are announced this 
week?
As much as the Grammys pretend to 
want to be hip, they don’t want to be too 
hip.
We saw that in action, yet again, last 
year when cool names such as A my 
Winehouse and Kanye West racked up big 
nominations, including in the Album of 
the Year category.
But when A lbum of t he Year was 
announced at the end of the night at the 
50th annual ceremony, it went to Herbie 
Hancock. Hancock’s a legend, but ignoring 
the impact of West and Winehouse felt 
like a mistake.
As for loopy rapper Lil’ Wayne, don’t 
look for too much Grammy presence. As 
maddeningly infectious as “Tha Carter 
III” is, it’s just not the type of music to 
sweep the Grammys, except maybe in rap 
categories.
Which way the Recording Academy 
swings will become clearer with “The 
Grammy Nominations Concert Live!! 
Countdown to Music’s Biggest Night.”
The clumsily-tit led special airs at 9 
p.m. EST Wednesday on CBS and will 
announce nominations in top categories. 
It’s the fi rst time nominations have been 
announced in primetime.
Performers include Christina Aguilera, 
Mariah Carey, Celine Dion, Foo Fighters, 
B.B. K ing and John Mayer, a l l  past 
Grammy winners looking to pick up a nod 
or two this week. LL Cool J and Taylor 
Swift will host, with the country-pop 
Swift possibly up for nominations of her 
own.
Here are a few things to look for when 
the nominat ions are announced. The 
Grammy Awards will air Feb. 8 on CBS.
Coldplay/Radiohead
It’d be a good day indeed for modern 
ro ck  to  see  b ot h  R ad iohead’s  “ I n 
Rainbows” and Coldplay’s “Viva La Vida” 
both up for Album of the Year. If it doesn’t 
happen, it’ll nearly discount the rest of this 
category.
Leona Lewis
The boring but talented Leona Lewis 
and her “Spirit” project weren’t all they 
were hyped to be, though her “Bleeding 
Love” single grows on you. Still, she seems 
perfectly packaged for Grammy success, 
eyeing possible nominations such as Best 
New Artist, Song of the Year and Album 
of the Year.
Alicia Keys
Keys did well last year on the strength 
of her single “No One,” but her “As I 
Am” wasn’t yet eligible. It’s eligible now, 
and this Grammy favorite will reap those 
benefi ts including an Album of the Year 
nomination.
Carrie Underwood
The presence of Swift as a co-host of 
the Grammy special means Underwood 
may want to watch her back, but for now 
Underwood and her “Carnival Ride” 
will do just fi ne, particularly in country 
categories.
Duffy
The influence of Winehouse last year 
helped open the door to the retro stylings 
of Duffy, who, like Lewis, looks like a Best 
New Artist nominee.
Nas
Nas’ latest CD may have gone out 
without a title, but it could walk away with 
Best Rap Album and more.
Robert Plant/Alison Krauss
Nominating Plant and Krauss’ effort 
“Ra is ing Sand” let s  t he Record ing 
Academy honor a legend and a favorite at 
the same time.
Mariah Carey/Madonna
There shouldn’t be much of a to-do 
with either Carey or Madonna when the 
nominations are revealed, though Carey’s 
“E=MC2” and Madonna’s “Hard Candy” 
should receive a couple of nods in R&B 
and pop/dance categories, respectively. 
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Feb. 19, 2008, was supposed to be a 
watershed day in the history of home 
entertainment.
That was the day consumers could 
finally march into stores and buy the next 
generation of DVD player with confi dence 
that they hadn’t just blown $400 on the digital 
equivalent of the Betamax machine.
It was the day Toshiba announced it was 
throwing in the towel on its HD-DVD 
format, one of two competing standards for 
encoding discs for high-definition video. 
After two years of rivalry, HD-DVD had lost 
the format wars to Blu-ray, a standard backed 
by Sony.
Named for the bluish laser used to etch the 
data, Blu-ray had a disc capacity five times 
greater than its predecessor, enough to hold 
the mass of information needed to play super-
sharp HD video with state-of-the-art sound.
Funny thing: Here it is nearly nine months 
later, and almost everybody is still sitting on 
that fence.
One reason there hasn’t been a run on Blu-
ray players is that not that many titles are out 
on Blu-ray discs. Tens of thousands of movies 
and TV shows have been released on DVD, 
but the number of Blu-ray titles available 
hasn’t even cracked the 1,000 mark (though it 
will by Christmas).
“It’s important to remember that it’s still a 
very new technology,” said Shawn DuBravac, 
an economist with the Consumer Electronics 
Association. “And not every product is meant 
to have the adoption rate of DVD players. 
You probably won’t see that with Blu-ray.”
So why invest in one?
Blu-ray delivers a top-of-the-line home 
theater experience that meets or exceeds the 
sensory effect of watching network shows like 
“CSI” and “24” in high def. Blu-ray discs hold 
a gargantuan amount of data — 50 gigabytes 
per disc, or the equivalent of more than 10 
DVD-R discs — which means that video 
quality need not be compromised.
Online services and cable and satellite 
TV all compress HD video to make the 
download times faster. Compressed video 
is often noticeably less sharp and fl uid than 
uncompressed video. That’s obvious to most 
people who compare the video quality of 
Blu-ray to downloads (or even HD movie 
channels like HBO and Starz).
Robert Bruce, proprietor of SoundFX in 
Kansas City, said his high-end customers are 
asking about download services more than 
they are about Blu-ray.
One such service, which is on display 
prominently in his showroom, is the Vudu 
box. This small, Internet-connected appliance 
can instantly download more than 10,000 
movies and TV shows at fees that start at 
99 cents. Vudu has more than 1,100 high-
definition downloads starting at $4, which 
means its HD library is larger than the total 
number of Blu-ray titles on the market.
“We want Blu-ray to succeed, we really do,” 
Bruce said. “But the feedback we get from our 
customers is that there aren’t that many titles 
that grab you. If the ‘Star Wars’ trilogy was 
out (on Blu-ray), if all the ‘Lord of the Rings’ 
were out, and were really well done, people 
would be telling us, ‘I’ve gotta have that.’”
That could start to change this holiday 
season. For instance, the animated hit 
“WALL-E” won’t be offered in HD on Vudu, 
but it will be available on Blu-ray discs. If 
studios start favoring Blu-ray in that fashion, 
it would probably have an effect similar to 
when Tower Records stopped carrying, well, 
records.
A lot of grumbling about Blu-ray would 
go away if the price fell dramatically- $149, 
anyone? With retailers desperate to avoid 
the holiday blues, it still may be a Blu-ray 
Christmas after all. 
Retailers aim to sell Blu-ray
Grammy nomination concert 
features celebrity appearances





Courtesy of MCT Campus
Blu-ray formating has beat out HD-DVD with the help of Playstation 3 gaming consoles.
acoustic guitar played by a friend on stage.
“[The piece is] about the three of them and 
how their friendship is based on the love of 
music and dance,” Flach said. 
Even during rehearsal while panting 
between sections of the work, the real roots 
of the friendship between the two dancers 
are evident in their hushed whispers and 
giggles.
One of the most unique and exhilarating 
works is “Afrikan Amalgamation” by USC 
dance graduate Rikkia Graham. Featuring 
three wildly talented dancers interacting 
on stage by a musician from Guinea on the 
djembe, the West African dance piece is 
nothing short of captivating. The whirling 
and windmilling is baffl ingly organic and yet 
controlled, and the dancers are light on their 
feet and frenzied, yet very grounded. 
USC dance graduate Nikki Cobb’s cerebral 
and epic solo is also enchanting.
A couple of the more lyrical pieces come off 
slightly cheesy in that they occasionally take 
the lyrics of some of the songs too literally in 
some overly “self-affi rming” pieces. 
By curtain call, however, audiences are 
sure to be impressed with the choreographic 
ingenuity of the USC Dance Department.
“They’re all about something,” Flach said. 
“The dancers came with ideas more than just 
a piece of music they liked.”
The show runs in Drayton Hall today 
through Friday at 7:30 p.m. with an additional 
showing at 5 p.m. on Friday. For tickets, call 
803-777-5112 or visit the Carolina Coliseum 
box offi ce. 
YOUTUBE ● Continued from 7
DANCE ● Continued from 7
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
Artists look for nominations
in upcoming awards show
Once he leaves, the couple comes up 
with some wacky theories about how to 
handle the situation and what is really at 
stake. The solutions they come up with 
are unreal. While this video is clearly not 
something out of Hollywood, the overall 
production value is fairly decent, especially 
the choice of coloration. The whole fl ick 
is in black and white except for the red 
button. It may be a simple effect, but it is 
interesting nonetheless. 
Mediterranean Restaurant & Bar
2930 Devine St. (803)-256-1007
Come enjoy our delicious salads, appetizers, soups & kabobs
We offer a fine 
selection of 
wine & spirits
Open Daily for 
lunch & dinner
Happy Hour 5-8pm
If you are under the age of 21, it is against the law to buy alcoholic beverages. All ABC regulations enforced.
21  N AT I O N A L G UA R D R D •  8 03 . 2 52 . 2634  •  W W W.U OA K S .CO M
$35 MOVE-IN + SHUTTLE + ROOMMATE MATCHING
INDIVIDUAL LEASES + 24-HOUR FITNESS CENTER 
COMPUTER LAB + HUGE CLUBHOUSE
RESORT STYLE SWIMMING POOL + HOT TUB
BASKETBALL & SAND VOLLEYBALL COURT
TVS INCLUDED + CABLE & INTERNET INCLUDED
N O W  L E A S I N G
Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / Th e Daily Gamecock
PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan
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MR. B’S GOODTIME KARAOKE EXPLOSION
8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
HUMBOLDT COUNTY
3 p.m. and 6 p.m., $5.50
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.
FAREWELL FLIGHT, SLEEPY EYE GIANT, 
BITTER SUITE, THE COVER OF AFTERNOON
7:30 p.m., $5 over 21/$8 under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
TOMORROW
THE INDEPENDENTS, YOU ME AND US, DSS, 
CATCHERS IN THE RYE
8 p.m., $8
New Brooland Tavern, 122 State St.
JAH WORKS, LION SOUL
8 p.m., $10
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.
JCVD
8 p.m., $5.50
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St. 
 ARIES Your friends are 
there for you, and they’ll be 
a big help. They think you 
can do anything, which is 
also nice. Encourage them 
and you actually won’t have 
to do as much.
TAURUS  Listen as 
someone outlines his or her 
grand plans for the future. 
Offer pract ical adv ice if 
asked, but don’t expect it to 
be followed. 
GEMINI  Go ahead 
and make your wish list. 
W hat  ha r m i s  t here  in 
asking? It’s always good to 
be prepared. Dream big. 
CANCER You have 
a plan, and you’re working 
it. This is very smart. Keep 
check ing items of f your 
lists and building up your 
reserves. 
L E O  T h e  w o r k ’ s 
plentiful, but not disgusting. 
You’re pretty good at it , 
and getting better. You’re 
starting to see ways to make 
the job easier. 
VIRGO It’s one thing 
right after another, all day 
and well into the night. All 
goes relatively smoothly and 
the outcome looks good, 
although some things are 
not fi nished yet.
LIBRA The truth will 
be revealed. Better watch 
out; this also applies to you. 
If you have any secrets, keep 
them carefully hidden.
SCORPIO  You’re 
anxious to tell the world 
about a fabulous deal you 
found. That isn’t necessary, 
and it could ruin the surprise. 
S AGI T T A R I U S 
You’re a good storyteller, and 
you can be very funny. If you 
don’t already know, you don’t 
have to work off the cuff. 
CAPRICORN You 
have a compulsion to get old 
projects done and out of the 
way. This is good. It will 
bring in much-needed cash 
and space. 
AQUARIUS You’re 
one of the people who can 
turn fantasy into reality. 
You do it through more than 
imagination; you also employ 
careful research. 
PISCES  Beaut i f u l 
dreams are more than a 
catchy phrase, under these 
conditions. You might dream 
up a song or a novel from 
your subconscious. Keep a 
notepad by the bed. 
ACROSS 




14 Crucifi x letters
15 Dark
16 "Star Wars" 
princess
17 Davy Crockett 
portrayer
19 Author of "The 
Nazarene"






30 All-fi lms stn.
33 Ran on-and-on
35 Dept. of Labor 
dept.
36 Rocky crag














55 "Tuesdays with 
Morrie" writer
56 Alda or Colmes
57 Certain nuclear 
weapon
62 Brass element
63 "The Maltese 
Falcon" co-star
64 Pasternak character
65 "Smooth Operator" 
singer
66 Peachy!
67 Draw with acid
DOWN
1 Peter Pan rival
2 Single entity
3 __ longa, vita brevis
4 Identifi able as a 
unit





10 State as true
11 Early TV 
transmission
12 Anticrime acronym
13 Lion of Oz
18 Word before 17A, 
57A, 11D and 25D
22 Prescribed amount
23 Shaker stuff
24 Top fl ier
25 Plot
26 Yes indeed, Jose
29 Round-tripper
31 Slogans
32 La __, WI
34 Novelist White
38 A/C fi gures
40 Matched outfi t
43 Singer Gloria




52 Word before 17A, 
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Every one wondered 
how the South Carolina 
men’s basketbal l team 
would respond after its 
crushing 82-80 overtime 
defeat on Friday night at 
the hands of the College of 
Charleston.
Judging by the outcome 
of Tuesday night’s contest, 
the Gamecocks responded 
pretty well.
Ju n ior  poi nt  g ua rd 
Devan Downey had 22 
points and senior guard 
Zam Frederick contributed 
20 of  h i s  ow n as  t he 
Gamecocks cruised to an 
84-58 landslide victory 
over the Princeton Tigers 
at the L. Stockwell Jadwin 
Gymnasium in Princeton, 
N.J. . 
“Our focus coming into 
the game was to improve 
our defensive effort from 
the other night,” USC 
coach Darrin Horn said. 
“And we did that. We sped 
them up and forced them 
into 26 turnovers and 18 
steals.”
The Gamecocks (5-1) 
got on the board early and 
often against the Tigers 
(2-3) as Downey quickly 
netted a basket less than 
fi ve seconds in to give USC 
the early 2-0 advantage.
Downey then quickly 
turned his play to the 
defensive side as the All-
SEC candidate forced a 
10-second violation and 
Frederick put back a follow-
up on a missed shot to put 
USC up early by four.
“(Downey) ties his high 
of steals on a night where I 
thought he was at his best 
defensively,” Horn said. 
“That’s a good thing to 
see.”
After the teams began 
to trade baskets, Carolina 
e ve nt u a l l y  mu s t e r e d 
together a stretch that 
pushed the lead to eight at 
19-11 when Evka Baniulis 
drilled a hook shot for two 
of his 15 points with just 
more than 10 minutes to 
play in the half.
However, the Tigers had 
no intentions of giving in 
too early and to fi rst-year 
head coach Horn, as junior 
center Zach Finley put 
back consecutive shots to 
eventually net Princeton 
its fi rst lead of the game at 
24-23.
Enter Downey, who, 
just like he did so many 
times for USC last year, 
put the team on his back 
and carried the team to 
success.
The Chester nat ive 
collected four points the 
remainder of the way and 
set up several wide-open 
shot s  for Carol ina as 
the team went on a 15-0 
run to close out the half, 
giving the Gamecocks a 
whopping 38-24 advantage 
at the break.
Downey led the team 
with 12 points and five 
assists at halftime.
“I think it was really 
big,” Horn said of the 
run. “I think again what’s 
bigger is we challenged 
our guys to get it done on 
the defensive end and how 
important that is when you 
go on the road.”
USC continued to push 
both its run and lead in the 
second half, as sophomore 
big man Mike Holmes 
grabbed the early bucket 
and pushed the advantage 
up to 16.
Princeton would fi nally 
stop the bleeding with a 
quick triple on the other 
end of the f loor, but the 
Gamecocks kept pushing 
f o r w a r d ,  e v e n t u a l l y 
stretching their lead to a 
game-high 32 points late 
in the second half when 
Carolina put together a 
mini 11-to-nothing run.
Carolina was able to 
bleed out the clock from 
there and pick up their 
fi rst road win of the season 
while the Tigers remained 
winless at home for the 
season.
T h e  G a m e c o c k s 
now return home to the 
Colonial Life Arena where 
they start a f ive game 
homestand beg inn ing 
with the Furman Paladins 
Friday  at 6 p.m . 
While most students were visiting their families over Thanksgiving 
break, the USC women’s basketball was in Cancun, Mexico, kick starting 
its season after a 0-2 start. The Gamecocks (3-2) returned to Columbia with 
hardware in hand, but now have to travel to Winston-Salem, N.C., for an 11 
a.m. tipoff against a 5-0 Wake Forest team.
Playing in different places and odd times would seem to be a challenge 
for any team, but the Gamecocks defeated Ohio and UNC-Wilmington in 
a different country and will be up to the task of playing when they should 
be sitting in the classroom. USC coach Dawn Staley has done her best to 
prepare the team for whatever the schedule throws at them.
“You got to go and do it,” Staley said. “I think in order for us to be the 
team that we want to be we got to be able to play anybody anywhere and 
anytime, and this is the opportunity to do that for sure.”
In Cancun, many players needed to step up at different times to secure 
both victories, but one player shined above the others. Brionna Dickerson 
was named MVP of the Cancun Thanksgiving Classic and is now the only 
Gamecock averaging double-digit points (10.0 a game) .  Senior Demetress 
Adams is still putting up eight points a game and is a monster on the boards 
collecting 8.6 rebounds per game to help out her team.
Wake Forest comes into the game boasting the No. 1 defense in the 
country, only giving up 45.2 points per contest. With South Carolina only 
scoring an average of 51 points a game, there will be a lot of pressure on the 
offensive end of the court. The Deacons also average 17 steals a game, so 
ball handling will be a point of emphasis on the point guard position.
“I think we are ready,” Staley said. “We’re just in the process of fi guring 
out who we are and I think the competition helps us do that. ... [Wake 
Forest is] a very good basketball team; we’re just going to go out and play 
disciplined basketball, and in doing that we will get a good win on the 
road.”
Even if the USC offense is struggling, the Gamecock defense gives up an 
average of 48.6 points a game , good for fourth in the nation. Wake will be 
putting three ladies on the court that have average double digits this season , 
but Coach Staley hopes everyone will pull together in the contest to extend 
their early season winning streak.
“Now we just have to put it all together,” Staley said. “I think once we get 
people where they’re comfortable shooting the basketball and scoring the 
basketball on a nightly basis, I think we’ll be a lot better ... we all could chip 
in at the same time or in the same game and we’ll fi nd ourselves winning a 
lot more basketball games.” 
USC travels to Wake for day game
Carolina aims to improve on offense following 
tournament win in Cancun, maintain defensive level; 
“We just have to put it all together,“ Staley says
Chaz Brown
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
As recently as last year, I was gung-ho for a 
college football playoff. I used to have a link on 
my Facebook profi le to a column by Yahoo! Sports 
columnist Dan Wetzel in which he outlined a 16-
team college football playoff.
The single th ing I d isl ike 
most about the BCS is that it 
systematically leaves out deserving 
mid-major teams. Yes, there have 
been three BCS-busting teams 
so far, but even more undefeated 
and one-loss teams have been left 
completely in the cold when it 
comes to raising that big crystal 
trophy. This year, the Mountain 
West Conference was probably 
better, top to bottom, than the 
Pac-10. TCU, BYU and Utah 
probably would have fi nished in the top half of 
a Pac-10 conference that featured exactly three 
good teams: Southern Cal, Oregon and Oregon 
State. Why shouldn’t TCU get a chance at a BCS 
bowl ahead of, say, Ohio State?
Wetzel’s plan fixed this; he called for all 11 
conference champions to earn a berth, plus fi ve 
at-large teams. All 16 teams would then be seeded 
and play single-elimination until a champion 
was crowned. But any playoff of more than eight 
teams would probably be rejected out of hand by 
the powers that be.
If those are the conditions to a playoff, spare 
me. I’ll keep the BCS. Gag me. I can’t believe I 
just said that, but that’s where I stand.
I know, it’s blasphemous, and I hate myself for 
saying it, but the current system, while fl awed, 
is far more entertaining. The reason I think this 
way probably has something to do with the fact 
that I don’t root for Auburn, Oregon, Southern 
Cal or any other team that’s been shafted out of a 
chance at the national title by the computers. I’m 
not saying the BCS is fair or just in any case — 
just entertaining.
If you think that an eight-team playoff with 
only two at-large bids would eliminate or even 
alleviate the controversy surrounding the national 
title, you’ve got another thing coming. 
Think about this: an eight-team playoff, with 
all the BCS conference winners represented, 
could feature No. 25 Virginia Tech and No. 20 
Missouri, but not No. 3 Texas or even current 
No. 1 Alabama. That’s absurd. If Oklahoma gets 
a chance to play for the national championship 
unfairly over Texas, with only a .0128 advantage 
in the latest BCS poll, what do you make of 
Virginia Tech possibly getting that chance ahead 
of Texas, despite Texas having a .8650-point 
lead?
I know people who say this are consistently 
dismissed as reactionary and backward, but 
I happen to agree with them: the beauty of 
the college football season is that every game 
counts. How else can you conjure drama for 
the Michigan-Appalachian State game or for 
the annual showdown between Oklahoma and 
Baylor? The national title is potentially on the 
line every time a team takes the fi eld, and this 
happens, for some teams, as many as 14 times a 
season. How cool is that?
There probably isn’t a way to make college 
football’s postseason fair. So let’s at least make it 
entertaining. 







Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Guard Lauren Falhoun tries to work the ball into the key against Clemson at home on Nov. 19.
Gamecocks rally after fi rst 
loss for big win at Princeton
Brody Schmidt / The Associated Press
Sam Bradford is at least one person who is plenty happy with the way the BCS has worked.
Much maligned system provides 




give 20-plus points 
each in road victory
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.
sc.edu




BOTH DEVAN DOWNEY AND ZAM FREDERICK SCORED AT LEAST 20 POINTS AGAINST PRINCETON. 
THIS MARKS THE THIRD TIME IN THE TWO GUARDS’ CAREERS THAT THEY HAVE BOTH SCORED AT 
LEAST 20 POINTS IN THE SAME GAME.
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time. The weak V.T. offense plays right 
into the strength of USC but a strong 
Hokie defense could exploit the sluggish 
Gamecock offensee.
Key Players:
Sophomore quarterback Tyrod Taylor
There’s no secret about how Tyrod 
Taylor works. He runs. Throwing? 
Well, he’s not so big on that. But his 5.5 
yards per carry, which increases when 
you take away the negative yards from 
sacks, is pretty impressive. Not only has 
Taylor proved himself to be a pretty 
decent runner, but he also outranks any 
individual Gamecock in yards, yards per 
carry and rushing touchdowns. Keep in 
mind the Gamecock defense is better 
than your average ACC defense and if 
Carolina can key in on Taylor, he will 
no doubt be less effective. But defensive 
coordinator Ellis Johnson and his players 
will have their hands full trying to put 
the brakes on Taylor’s feet.
Senior cornerback Victor “Macho” 
Harris
Macho Harris is an aptly nicknamed 
cornerback for the Hokies. It seems like 
he’s been at V.T. forever and now that 
he’s a senior, it’s certain that opponents 
are glad to see him fi nally graduating. 
As a player that is a “can’t miss” at the 
next level, Harris has refused to slow 
down as the season winds down for 
V.T. He leads the team in the Frank 
Beamer’s famous punt return game as 
well as in interceptions. The Gamecocks 
lead the SEC in interceptions thrown 
by six , and if Gamecock fans think 
that those interceptions were costly, 
Harris averages 23.7 return yards per 
interception and has ran back two 
touchdowns . Beamer Ball isn’t dead yet, 
and if Gamecock quarterbacks don’t 
know where Harris is at all times, he 
could cost Carolina the game. 
Sport’s Editor  Michael Aguilar breaks down the Gamecocks’ potential bowl matchups according to ESPN experts. ESPN predicts that USC will wind up playing 
in either the Outback Bowl in Tampa, Fla, on Jan. 1 or the Chick-fi l-A Bowl in Atlanta on Dec. 31 .
W W W . R O C K N R A C Q U E T S . C O M
Photo Credit:  Getty Images
Bring your student ID to the 
Box Office
A SPECTACULAR NIGHT 
OF TENNIS AND MUSIC
MUSICAL PERFORMANCE BY GAVIN ROSSDALE
BENEFITING
STUDENT TICKETS AVAILABLE 
FOR JUST $12!!!
Carolina’s potential bowl game matchups
Outback Bowl
Opponent: Iowa — Iowa 
would be stumbling 
into the Outback 
Bowl essentially 
on the merits 
of the better 
teams in its 
conference. 
S e e i n g  a s 
bot h Pen n 
S t a t e  a n d 
O h i o  S t a t e 
will be playing 
in BCS games, this 
postseason Iowa will 
f ind itself in Tampa on 
New Years Day.
Team Overview: 
If anything, the last two years have proved that the SEC as a whole doesn’t have much to 
fear from the Big Ten. However, a matchup between South Carolina and Iowa may disprove 
that theory. The Hawkeyes have accomplished something in the Big Ten that USC is far 
from in the SEC. Iowa is in the top half of its conference in almost every major statistical 
category, including being second in scoring offense and third in scoring defense. 
The Hawkeyes are nothing to sneeze at considering they are strong in areas where the 
Gamecocks are weak. Carolina quarterbacks would be facing the second-best pass defense 
they’ve seen this season. Iowa has been brilliant against the pass this season, posting a 
regular season fi nal opponent pass effi ciency of 99.1  — the only team the Gamecocks have 
faced with a better pass defense numerically is Florida. Certainly there is no need to revisit 
what that defense did to Carolina’s offense.
Iowa may be sneaking into one of the nation’s more prestigious bowls outside of the 
top four based on a fl imsy schedule that included wins over Maine, Florida International, 
Iowa State and Indiana and losses to Pitt, 
Northwestern and Illinois. Nonetheless, 
Carolina can’t be too careful going into this 
game. The Gamecock offense has proved its 
ability to be stopped by anyone and only so 
much pressure can be put on the USC defense 
to stop what is, by all accounts, a pretty decent 
Hawkeye offense.
Key Players:
Junior running back Shonn Greene
If Clemson running back James Davis 
gave USC fans and players nightmares last 
weekend, then Iowa tailback Shonn Greene 
has the chance to haunt their dreams forever. 
Greene’s stat line is enough to make even 
Jasper Brinkley show some sign of fear. 
Greene has carried the ball 278 times for 1,729 
yards, good for a 6.2 yards per carry average . 
Greene has carried the ball for 144.1 yards per 
game and has the ability to run in between 
the tackles and on the perimeter. All things 
accounted for, Greene may be the best all-
around back the Gamecocks face this season.
Junior linebacker Pat Angerer
Hope that declared starting quarterback Stephen Garcia doesn’t see any of Pat Angerer’s 
game fi lm prior to the game because Angerer is fl at out scary. Angerer comes straight from 
the Brian Urlacher school of linebacking, He is everywhere, all the time. Angerer not only 
leads his team in tackles, but is also leading the Big Ten in interceptions. Angerer hits and 
hits hard — he’s the kind of player that can make any offense’s day a lot more diffi cult, and 
considering Carolina’s quarterbacks are not always certain of where defensive players are, he 
could wreak havoc on the Gamecock passing game.
Chick-fi l-a Bowl
O p p o n e n t :  V i r g i n i a 
Tech — Virg in ia Tech 
Fortunately for USC, the 
Georgia Tech Yellow 
Jackets fi nished hot with 
a w in over Georg ia 
a nd ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
ESPN, most likely have 
bumped themselves up 
to a Gator Bowl berth. 
This is fortunate because 
USC has proven 
its inabil it y to 
s t op  a  t r ip le -
o p t i o n  a g a i n s t 
Wofford. It’s scary to 
imagine what a talented 
version of Wof ford 
would do to Carolina. 
ESPN projects that USC could 
face Virginia Tech in the Chick-fi l-A 
bowl, however that would only happen 
if Virgina Tech were to lose to Boston 
College in the ACC Championship game. 
Essentially, USC could face either Boston College or Georgia 
Tech in the Chick-fi l-A Bowl, but as of now all signs point to Virginia Tech.
Team Overview:
There hasn’t been a sighting of an offense in Blacksburg for two years now. Virginia 
Tech entered the season with high hopes but saw them quickly fall. To begin the year there 
was not a ranked team on the Hokies’ schedule, but a season-opening loss to early-season 
Cinderella East Carolina ended any national aspirations. The Hokies have more or less 
limped across the fi nish line for a berth in the ACC Championship because no one else 
really seemed to want it.
Frank Beamer is one of the more successful active coaches in college football but it has 
been several years since the Hokies put a team on the fi eld that fans have come to expect. 
This year was no different as the Hokies did not see a single quarterback pass for more than 
1,000 yards this year and leading rusher Darren Evans only cracked the 1,000-yard mark by 
18 yards. Virgina Tech makes an anemic offense resemble the great St. Louis Rams offenses 
of the late ‘90s. 
The Hokies have shown the capability to beat some of the better teams in the ACC, 
such as Miami and UNC. However, they have also shown the ability to lose to those 
teams (Florida State and Boston College) , and judging by V.T.’s margin of victory (no more 
than 17, even against Furman), the Hokies have the potential to lose to any team at any 
Jim Mone / The Associated Press
Iowa tailback Shonn Greene breaks 
tackles against Minnesota, where he     
led Iowa to a 55-0 win.
Steve Helber / The Associated Press
Quarterback Tyrod Taylor dodges away 
from a UVA defender.
Justin Cook / The Associated Press
Virginia Tech’s Macho Harris pulls down an 
interception over a Duke receiver. 
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Apartments
Elmwood Park - Garage Apt 1BR 1BA 
new paint carpet etc. avail NOW! 
$425/mo + sec. dep. Call 429-3243
Great Studio Apt dwntwn-Marion St. 
$395 inclds fridge stove cable water w/d 
CH&A Available ASAP!  803-465-4588
Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a 
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442
SUBLEASER NEEDED 1/F  for . 2BR 
2BA apt @ Riverside $525/mo..$150 Re-
bate For more info Call 803-800-9624.
Wilshire House Sublet: $500! 
12/22-6/31/09 1BR 1BA w/d refg  be-
sides the Strom & Greens w/pool.w/grill 
w/patio gated. 525 sq. ft.Contact:
rentmyapartment2@gmail.com
The Gates - 2BR 2BA Condo $1200/mo 
inclds util. Contact Tim 843-377-3486
Room for Rent on Greene St 
for a female & 3BR. 318-0800 or 
rajaluri@aeliusa.com
Roommates
F/subleaser needed for Spring semes-
ter Pointe West 4BR 2BA $455/mo util 
incld & furn. Call 864-901-5427
Housing-Rent
2/Rooms for Rent in 3BR 2BA house 
off Two Notch. 10 min from USC 
$350+util. 1 pet OK 803-842-0680.
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
Housing-Rent
SHANDON - 4BR 2BA hdwd flrs big 
rooms 3/4 mile to USC  fenced yard pets 
ok $1345. 318-0729
House for rent walking distance to USC
3BR 1BA home walking behind Greek 
housing to USC $975/mo 
for more homes near USC call 
254-6613.www.securityrealty.net
VERY LG PRIVATE ROOMS FOR 
RENT $290-$335 inclds all utilities. 
Walk or cycle to school.  Very Clean! 
Call 463-5129
Housing-Sale
LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS  
From $99,900  518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com
Help Wanted
GRAD ASSISTANT: Needed to assist IT 
Systems Administrator with design, de-
velopment and testing of reports and 
on-line screens utilizing data extracted 
from both Oracle and MsAcess database 
systems. Must be proficient with Oracle 
SQL, Oracle Developer, MsAcess, Word 
and Excel. Please send resume via 
email to jyazel@fmc.sc.edu
PT positions for local Work Shop. $7/hr 
Call for job description. Excellent oppor-
tunity for a creative person. Call Jamie 
@ 897-0347
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
Help Wanted
Child Care
Nanny needed for 8/mo boy in Lexing-
ton. Preferably 9-4:30 M-F Cal 520-2580
Irmo Day Care  -. PT  position availabel 
working with 4 & 5 y.o  2-6:00pm. Day-





Church Pre-school located 10 min from 
USC, is seeking energetic, fun & de-
pendable individuals to work in the 
afternoons and mornings for the spring 
semester. Individuals must have 
experience working with children. 
Please call 771-1512 for more info.
Energetic, enthusiastic responsible per-
son needed to work at large child devel-
opment center near USC. M-F 
2PM-6PM. Positions available are 
Infant/Toddler and elementary school 
age. Also substitute positions with vari-
able hours available. Call 799-8533 and 
ask for Carol, Traci or Andi.
Help Wanted
Restaurants
Tombo Grille now hiring Servers.




GRILLE COOK NEEDED 
@ THE NATIONAL ADVOCACY 
CENTER/SODEXO
Evening hours 4-10pm M-Thur No 
Weekends. Will be flexible with class 
schedule. Must be able to pass a back-
ground check, drug screening, and have 
transportation. No phone calls apply in 
person @ 1620 Pendleton St.
Please put attention to Stacey on app..
IHOP NOW HIRING
SERVERS & HOSTESSES 
Will work with school schedule.
No Tip Sharing. 
Email arsalco@aol.com or 
Apply in person 7719 Two Notch Rd  
813 St. Andrews Road
Our Harbison location is 
Now Hiring: 
Hostesses, Bussers and Kitchen Help. 
Must be available throughout the Holi-
days and beyond. Flexible scheduling 
and great working environment.
Apply in person   M-TH 2-4
252-F Harbison Blvd.  
Help Wanted
Restaurants
Pasta Fresca seeking PM Host/Cashier
Must be available Tuesdays or Thurs-
days and the Weekend. We are looking 
for someone who will be able to work 
over winter break and Thanksgiving. 




Park Inc. is looking for holiday help....
Valet Parking Attendants needed at vari-
ous Charlotte, NC locations. We offer 
very flexible schedules. FT & PT avail-




Serious financial problems? 
Confidential bankruptcy advice. 
Start fresh. Free consultations. 779-1700
www.MatthewsandMegna.com
PREGNANT,  NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165
Travel
BAHAMA SPRING BREAK SALE!
$200 Sale! Includes Roundtrip 
Cruise, 4 Nights Beachfront Hotel, 
Meals & #1 Parties!
Text Message: SPRINGBREAK to
313131 to redeem sale! 
Limited Space, Book Now! 
1-877-997-8747  www.XtremeTrips.com
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